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Apple Valley Errand 
 Yesterday, Tuesday June 9, I had to go to 
town to do a fairly large pickup of merchan-
dise that our grocery supplier simply won’t 
carry. These items were exclusively various 
large bags of dog and cat food, since our 
supplier wins the award for worst selection of 
pet foods ever, for all time. I could get going 
on this subject, but you’d probably be bored, 
so I’ll leave it at that.
 We recently bought a Ram Promaster van 
(about 2015 vintags) for just this purpose – 
picking up pet food at Walmart, so I had to 
steel myself for the experience of the year – 
driving that empty-tin can rattle trap to town 
when I had driven it precisely once before, 
scaring myself to death when I couldn’t fi nd 
the brake pedal or see the dashboard “infor-
mation center”.
 As I drove west into Apple Valley, it was late 
enough in the day that the sun shone brightly 
througl the windshield, making it nearly im-
possible to see the speedometer and more im-

portantly, the 
gas gauge. But 
I noticed that 
the van was 
low on gas, and 
maybe even 
touching the 
red warning 
zone. Oh, no! 
It looks so low 

that I might not make it home with the load. 
Besides all that, the brake pedal is positioned 
to the right of the steering column, which 
could be catastrophic for those of us trained 
to use our left foot on the brake pedal.
 No, I didn’t wait to make it to the Apple 
Valley cheap gas station on Hwy 18. Instead, I 
turned into the Chevron at the corner of Hwy 
18 and Central, probably the highest price in 
the High Desert. 
 My travails were just beginning. WHERE is 
the gas fi ller thingy? I looked on both sides of 
the van and found nothing. Maybe it runs on a 
wing and a prayer! I did see a smallish door on 
the left side, right behind the driver’s door, but 
didn’t realize that was it. I called Sir William, 
who described where to fi nd the door, and 
sure enough, it was that door by the driver (!). 
 Next challenge: how to get the locking gas 
cap off. Really? Little Red, my Honda HRV, 
has me spoiled at never having to deal with 
this stuff! Had to call Bill again. He had to 
look it up on the internet: turn the key to the 
left and then turn the cap to the left. Nope. 
Nothing worked, right or left or up or down or 
just kick the darn thing and maybe a hole will 
open up!
 I had to swallow my “woman driver” pride 
and go into the station’s store and ask for 
help. They sent out a very nice man who 
looked like an Hispanic Mr. Clean – bald head, 
earring in one ear. He struggled with it just 
enough for me to be a little less embarrassed, 
but he did get it open. Hint: turn the key to the 
right and the cap to the left. 
 Other than my frustration at the simple 
job of fi lling the vehicle with gas, the expe-

rience at that Chevron was positive, despite 
the high price. Every single pump had a 
squeegee, which I needed to remove the 
huge bird splat on the windshield, which was 
big enough that it should have shaded the 
lousy dashboard graphics enough to be able 
to read them. Also every pump had paper 
towels available, and I actually got a paper 
receipt from the pump. I decided that this 
station was run by someone who cares to do 
it right, and sometimes the higher price is 
necessary to pay for that. I think I’ll go there 
again, just to support it.
 On to Walmart, where the pick-up atten-
dants were busily loading orders for people. 
I was unexpected since the large order was 
indelibly set for delivery (never try to fi ght a 
computer when it makes up its mind), and I had 
tried to change it to pick-up, but, you know. . . 
 I explained why I was there, to pick up this 
huge order rather than Walmart having to fi nd 
drivers willing to pile bags of pet food into 
their cars, on the roof, overfl owing pickup 
truck beds, etc. One attendant was uncer-
tain what to do, since the computer had not 
allowed for this departure from PROCEDURE. 
The other looked up and said, “The big order 
we have? Are you Linda Gommel?” I sheepish-
ly admitted that I am. “OK, we’ll bring it out.”
 8 carts later, with the van LOADED with 
assorted pet foods, I was fi nally able to leave 
and start the trip back home. I have never 
liked Walmart and still try not to go into one, 
but I must admit that their pick-up and de-
livery setup has been important to our effort 
to keep items available that our customers 
need, especially since it’s for my favorite of all 
critters, doggies, and maybe cats, sometimes, 
only if they are OUR cats at home. 
  I guess the lesson for me, and maybe 

for you, is 
that I have to 
work through 
my prejudices 
and my innate 
desire for the 
lowest price 
and instead 
support the 
ones who try to 
do a good job, 
which means 
have a right 

spirit, which, guess what, refl ects God’s 
spirit to an extent. 
 My dad used to preach that at me, when I 
was suckering to my worst impulses. I would 
pass up fi lling with gas at one of our local 
stations in order to get the cheaper stuff in 
town. I have returned to using L.V. stations 
when possible. They are the ones extending 
the service to us out here. If we don’t support 
them and the other businesses who try to 
serve here, then maybe they won’t be here for 
us down the road.

THIS N THAT
Dr. Velasquez Announces

New Hours
 Our local doctor has now added a day to 
his schedule out here. His offi ce will be open 
on Monday afternoons and Wednesday morn-
ings, making it easier to pick a time to go 
there. Dr. Velasquez is affi liated with Provi-
dence St. Mary, which I personally appreciate 
since Providence has facilities in Orange that 
are available to us desert dwellers when cer-
tain services are much more limited or even 
non-existent up here.
 Not everyone loves St. Mary Hospital, but 
then not everyone loves any hospital. We all 
have our personal experiences that cause us to 
like or dislike XYZ doctor or hospital, and then 
we can get all righteous, folding our arms and 
declaring how we will NEVER go to XYZ again 
because XYZ did this or that, or didn’t do this 
or that. I tell myself to climb down off my high 
horse and decide what’s best more rationally 
and less emotionally.
 Regardless of my pontifi cating, Dr. Velas-
quez is committing the resources (aka money 
and time) to offer this service to our communi-
ty, so lets take advantage of this opportunity to 
save the trip to town and to utilize the offered 
service right here at home.

Medical Vans
 For a few months lately, we have had the 
Bear Valley medical van and the St. Mary Den-
tal Van present in the parking lot two days per 
month, offering service to those on Medi-Cal 
or in some cases, those who are uninsured. 
All of a sudden, we don’t have any vans for 
different reasons. The Bear Valley Medical 
van had to suspend service due to needed 
maintenance of the van. The dental provider 
for the dental van resigned, so the dental van 
had to suspend until they fi nd a new provider. 
Hopefully both will be back soon.
 Here is what was told us about the den-
tal van:
 “I wanted to inform you that we will need 
to temporarily pause our dental services due 
to the resignation of our dental provider. The 
last day our mobile unit will be providing ser-
vices is Thursday, June 18.
 At this time, we are actively interviewing 
candidates and working to identify a re-
placement as quickly as possible. Once a 
new provider is onboarded, I will reach out to 
coordinate the resumption of services.
In the meantime, we kindly ask for your 
support in continuing to share information 
about our dental services with the communi-
ty. While we are not currently able to provide 
in-person care, we can still assist individuals 
over the phone and place them on a waitlist. 
This will allow us to schedule appointments 
once services resume.”

LVEDA MeetingLVEDA Meeting
(Lucerne Valley Economic(Lucerne Valley Economic
Development Association) Development Association) 

Monday, June 29th
5:00 pm at the Moose Lodge

on Foothill Road, just west of Tradepost Road. 

Is something bugging you?
COME TO THE NEXT MEETING
TO EXPRESS YOUR OPINION!

 Reports from our County, State and 
Federal representatives.

 Progress reports from County Sheriff’s 
Department, CHP and Code Enforce-
ment, Animal Control.

 Sienna Solar Update
 Caltrans projects / Code Enforcement
 actions / Animal Control
 COP recruitment.
 Health Vans -- which ones do what.
 “Disadvantaged Community” status.
 Graffi ti

FIREWORKS
9 P.M.

Fireworks  
SHOW

at pioneer park

Enjoy a FUN Day of
family entertainment!
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FIREWORKS

Enjoy a FUN Day of

The Lucerne Valley Fireworks 
Committee presents

 • GAMES • BEER GARDEN

SAT, JUNE 27
Starts at 5 P.M.

at pioneer park

The Lucerne Valley Fireworks 
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